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An Assessment of Thai Reading Literacy of 2" Grade Students in Samutsakorn

Primary Educational Service Area: An Application of Latent Class
Analysis to Identify Risk Factors and At-Risk Students
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to assess 2™ grade students’ reading literacy in Thai,
(2) to identify at-risk students, and (3) to explore risk factors that related to students’ deficiency in
Thai reading literacy of PrathomSuksa 11 students in Samutsakorn province.

The sample of 2" grade students enrolled in 2012 drawn from the Samutsakorn Office of
Primary Education Area was 369 students. Research instruments included the survey of students’
reading proficiency which were rated by teachers, the teacher and school survey of curriculum and
reading activity, student pronunciation proficiency checklist, and the reading comprehension test. Data
were analyzed through mean, percent, and a latent class analysis.

The major finding was as follows:

1.Latent class analysis revealed that students were classified into three different groups
according to their patterns of responses to reading literacy items and these groups characterize
different reading literacy levels namely the high reading literacy group (41.73%, n=154), the moderate
reading literacy group (39.10%, n=144), and the at-risk group (19.30%, n=71).

2.The at-risk group of students consisted of those who were relatively deficient in reading
skills. Specifically, this group consisted of students who had limited knowledge and skills in Thai
orthography.

3. Factors that were related to the at-risk group membership who were deficient in reading
literacy were mainly related to teacher factors. These risk factors included teachers ‘education majoring
in noneducation, learning center-based teaching method, self-reading focused teaching method,
teacher-led reading teaching method, multimedia-focused teaching method, practice-based teaching
method. However, there were factors that related to the high achieving group, that included uses of
Thai books named “language for life” and “language for speech”; uses of the workbook named
“language for life” published by the Office of Basic Education Council, uses of book series in
literature, uses of Thai workbook with mixes of pictures and words, and with variety of practice items;
teachers spent a great amount of times teacher on comprehension, and poem reading instruction; uses
of pictures for reading instruction; and uses of word bands for instruction. Schools factors that were
correlated with being a membership of the at risk group included uses of billboards and news boards to
encourage students to read and search, while the log files-based reading activity correlated with the
high achieving group.

Keywords: Thai reading literacy, at-risk, risk factors, latent class analysis
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